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SITE OF THE NEW ELCE MISSION AT BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE 


e-built Bradford, 298,000 inhabitants, is the wooh town of the United Kingdom, It is also the 
re of prayer and effort for ELCE Lutherans which, in Autumn 1974, will converge on the site 
ed in the aerial photo above. Bradford is situated about 200 miles north of London and about an 
"s drive from Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Sheffield. 


A NEW SERIES 


In this and forthcoming issues of the BRITISH LUTHERAN, individual members of tk 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Harlow, will contribute their Reflections on th 
Gospels read each Sunday in public worship. Read the pertinent paragraph and tt 
suggested Scripture references before each Sunday service. Don’t read them ¢ 
in one sitting; keep the magazine handy for weekly reference. The Reflections at 
openers, not the last word, in your preparation for worship. May the Spirit of Go 


guide your study each week! 


Reflections on The Gospel for The Day 


BY MEMBERS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, HARLOW 


John 16: 16-23 
A LITTLE WHILE 
Although Jesus spoke these 
words to His disciples, He meant 
them for us too. 
As His physical presence among 
them was their ‘little while’ before 
His crucifixion, ours is the span of 
life in faith and grace on earth. 
As their “little while” in which they 
would see Him again stretches 
from Christ’s resurrection to His 
ascention, ours is the span from 
our death in Him until we see Him 
at our resurrection. 
On that day we need no longer 
ask for anything nor shall anyone 
rob us of our joy—our redemption 
shall be complete indeed. 
1 Peter 1: 8; 1 John 4: 20. 


Easter IV John 16: 5-15 
What wonderful words for us— 
words full of comfort, well suited 
for a Sunday named “‘Cantate’’, a 
Sunday devoted to singing as an 
essential part of our worship. 
With the guidance of God’s Word 
in the Bible, it should be so much 
easier for us today to see His eter- 
nal Truth. Yet how often is it hid- 
den from us because we are “‘too 
busy” to stop and think and let 
the Word work in us. We must find 
this time; then our songs will be 
thanksgiving and prayer for a 
deeper understanding. 

Hebrews 4: 12; Acts 8: 26-31. 


Easter Ill 


TWO 


John 16: 23-3 


COMPLETE JOY 

We turn to God when we are i 
trouble or need. In these word 
Christ reminds us to do thi 
always in His name. It is only i 
this way that we shall receive 
Christ tells us plainly that th 
Father loves us because we hav 
loved and believed Him. There 
fore, He shall grant what we ask 
Having told the disciples this H 
continued to talk about His deat 
and return to the Father. Fror 
this they realised He knew ove 
thing and believed in Him sincere 
ly. Ought we not also to do th 
same so our joy may be complete 
1 John 3: 21-24; John 15: 16. 


Easter V 


Ascension Mark 16: 14-2 
OPERATION: S.O.S. 
When Jesus ascended int 


heaven He became commande: 
in-chief of the biggest operatio 
ever, to spread the Gospel worle 
wide. For those who heard an 
believed, the Gospel of forgivg 
ness gives eterna life. 

In order to fulfill this, He oa 
someone in His place—the Spirl 
As with the disciples, so, too, Hf 
is with us today, although wi 
might lose sight of this fac: 
Eternal life is yours free when yos 
accept the Gospel of Christ. Fait# 
shows itself when we become 
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#nall cog in operation S.O.S. 
lossians 1: 23; 1 Timothy 3: 16. 


inday | 
jer Ascension John 15: 26-16: 4 


BE FOREWARNED 
irough His witness, the Holy 
virit guides us to Christ. With 
iS reassuring counsel we can 
ve enough faith to prove to 
ners the wonderful love of 
irist. 
irist forewarned that our Chris- 
in withess will be difficult, but 
‘sus Himself and others, like 
phen, witnessed far more to 
eir faith than we. 
len throughout time have perse- 
jted Christians, supposedly in 
dd’s name. A prime example is 
i1ul’s cruel treatment of the first 
‘lievers. He was convinced it 
as his duty to God. Having re- 
‘ived His new life, he too minist- 
ed to the Gentiles and suffered 
eatly for Christ. 


John 5: 6-12; Matthew 10: 17-23 


tecost John 14: 23-31 
FAITH AND LOVE 

hile Jesus was on earth He tried 

teach people that there was a 

r better world waiting for them, 

they believed in Him. 


love for Christ they will obey 
commandments—He is the 
ster. Our love springs from 
Jith given by the Holy Spirit. 

*sus had come to prepare the 


vath for His teachings, 
ould not forsake those who be- 
ved in the Teacher. The Father 
ould send the Holy Spirit in 
''Mrist’s name. 

, orinthians 1: 11-16; Philippians 4:7 
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Trinity Sunday John 3: 1-15 


ASSISTANCE AT BIRTH 

This passage brings to mind the 
scepticism of non-Christians who 
cannot accept anything without 
proof. Faith, once possessed, is 
such a natural part of life that we 
often find it difficult to realise that 
all the explaining we can do will 
never, of itself, convince a non- 
believer. 
The birth of faith in our lives gives 
those lives meaning. Christians 
act only as doctors and nurses do 
at a birth—by giving the assis- 
tance, (the Word of God) but the 
birth happens of itself, or of the 
Spirit in the case of faith. 


2 Timothy 4: 1-5 Romans 10: 5-10 


Luke 16: 19-31 


RICH IN FAITH 

Do not worship your worldly 
goods, and ignore God. All 
people, whether they are rich or 
poor in earthly goods, are equal 
in God’s eyes as long as they have 
faith in Him. Riches on earth will 
not buy the way into God’s king- 
dom. only by listening to, and 
acting upon, the Word of God can 
we be with Him. We must have 
complete faith in God’s words and 
not expect special signs and 
wonders. If one has not accepted 
God before death, then certainly 
there can be no second chance 
after death. 


Matthew 16: 1-4; Hebrews 9: 23-28. 


Trinity | 


Trinity Il Luke 14: 16-24 
THE FEAST OF SALVATION 
The feast is likened to the salva- 
tion which God promises through 
faith in His only Son, Jesus Christ 
who died for us. Salvation is there 
for all who accept God’s call, for 


THREE 


He wants His banquet filled. Men 
are often governed by material 
things and make excuses for not 
accepting the gracious invitation. 
Instead, God will call others less 
worthy according to human stand- 
ards to replace those who refused 
the invitation. God’s greatest gift 
to man is everlasting life through 
faith in Jesus Christ; those who 
know of Christ but reject Him will 
not enter into God’s kingdom. 


1 Corinthians 1: 25-31; Epesians 2: 8, 9. 


Trinity 11 Luke 15: 1-10 


THE NINETY-NINE 
Are you the missing hundredth 
sheep? It is more probable that 
you are one of the flock already 
safe in the fold. What are the feel- 
ings of this flock during the 
shepherd's absence? Must they 


be feelings of rejection, lack | 
importance, fear of straying, or | 
stupidity when threatened by tt 
wolf alerted by the shepherd 
absence? No, rather let th 
solidarity of the flock and teac 
ing of the Shepherd generate th 
warmth of being together an 
give security and strength kno\ 
ing the Shepherd will return. | 
the meantime we joyfully antic 
pate and hope for the return « 
the lost sheep. 


Ezekiel 34: 11-16; Romans 12: 15. 


Contributed by: 


Jacqui Alston Diane Kavanagh | 


Bev Baker Gerti Maguire 
Ann Bussey Julie Nickless 
Maria Crede Joyce Tarran 


Rosemary Hinton _ Irene Truby 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Sigrud Baron of Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan, Canada, from Mr. Clifford Baron, £40 for the Church 
Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Doris Colling of St. Peters, 
Plympton, from Mr. and Mrs. G. Chown, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, £3 
for the Church Extension Fund: from Mr. John Colling, £5 for the Fareham 
Building Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Rev. Werner Kuntz, from 
Mrs. Clara Brooke, £5 for a congregation of the India Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. G. Chown of Holy Trinity, 
Tottenham, from Dr, and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, £2 for the Church Extension 
Fund. 


THANKSGIVING GIFTS 


For the birth of two grandchildren, Elizabeth and Rees, from Mr. and Mrs. S. — 
Watkins, £2 for the Church Extension Fund. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_——— 
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ANOTHER ANONYMOUS GIFT 

The Executive Council at its meeting on 
18 March at Concordia House, Golden 
Lane, London EC1, responded with grati- 
tude when they were informed that another 


FOUR 


gift of $10,000 (£4,350) had been recei~ 
from a Missouri Synod pastor and his vw 
who, however, wish to remain anonyme 
The Council agreed that the gift sh 
go, for the time being, into a special fi 
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‘porter : 
e Rev. R. Feuerhahn, Cambridge 


JILY TRINITY, 

ttenham, London: 

yters decide to have Holy Commu- 
yn every Sunday—on first and third 
ndays in morning service; in the 
ening on the second and fourth ... 
rst issue of monthly newsletter 
stributed ‘to congregation and to 
mmunity as part of new outreach 
0 neighbourhood Sunday 
hool programme enlarged : 
autumn mission plans nearly 
mplete for outreach into huge 
w housing complex very near to 
urch... Youth Confirmation Class 
11 going strong . . . Ladies Guild 
opts 'banner-making as project for 
dly Trinity for this year. Four new 
embers join Guild. 


JTHERAN MISSION, 
erpool: 
iree adults received into commu- 
cant membership on 24th February 
inging total of communicants to 
enty-three. More adults under 
struction . . . Adult Fellowship of 
_ @. Peter’s, Woolton, Liverpool, invite 
, stor Leed to speak on 18th March 
. Mid-week Lenten Services well 
tended, averaging at least half of 
mal attendance for Sunday ser- 
2es. 


‘bur young people (Pauline Bootle, 
“ynn Crawley, Roger Hunt and David 
auner) received into communicant 
;tembership on Palm Sunday follow- 
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ed by fellowship dinner . . . During 
evening of education and fellowship, 
Linda Fleming (social worker in St. 
Albans area) speaks on her work and 
encourages congregation to partici- 
pate in community . . . Member of 
Sunday School baptised so Sunday 
School lesson is devoted to Baptism. 


REDEEMER, 

Harlow, Essex: 

Sunday School attendance falls 
sharply in past three months .. . 
Response to congregation article in 
BRITISH LUTHERAN very pos- 
itive . . . Sunday Schoo] children 
correspond with Lutheran young 
people in Australia. 


ALLHALLOWS, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex: 
Sunday School Christmas Party de- 
layed by three day week. Held on 
9th February. Theme is “Cops and 
Robbers who promise not to do it 
again” and Keystone Cops film 
shown. Thirty parents join at end of 
party to judge children’s posters for 
Church Extension Fund Competition 
... Youth Club ice skating expedition 
with group of adults results in bruised 
and sore congregation following Sun- 
day. Youth give 10% of club funds 
each week to help with cost of 
preaching Gospel . . . Choir of ten 
people recently organised. First task 
is to learn to chant Compline. Sing 
for first time on Ash Wednesday. 
Now plan to introduce new hymns to 
congregation . . . Mid-week Lenten 
services show improved attendances 
over past year. Exchange of pulpits 
with St. Andrews and Christ Church. 
Sermon series based on key figures 
in Passion story . . . ELCE Master 
Plan Committee meets at Sunbury 
and spends part of time with All- 
hallows Master Plan representative 
David Mould and Pastor . . . Eighty 


FIVE 


people attend Westfield House Sun- 
day on 17th March. Service conduct- 
ed by staff and students from Cam- 


bridge. Meal prepared by Ladies 
Guild .. . Mothering Sunday provides 


wonderful opportunity for mission 
with 150 Sunday School parents and 
their children at morning § service. 
Each child presents mother with 
traditional posy of flowers. 


WESTFIELD HOUSE, 
Cambridge: 

Easter Holidays no “holidays” as 
Master Plan and Elders Conferences 
meet at Westfield ... Much travelling 
by most of Westfield community to 
“Westfield Sundays” (Luther-Tyn- 
dale and Allhallows) and ‘‘First 
Sermons Sundays” (St. Andrews, 
Holy Trinity, and St. Peters). 


RESURRECTION, 

Cambridge: 

With failure to receive grant for new 
building for congregation and West- 
field House, committee now investi- 
gates plans for temporary building. 
Only then can new Sunday School 
and community services be held. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 

Fareham, Hants.: 

Sunday School children receive re- 
sponses from Australian Lutheran 
“pen pals” . Saturday evening 
Youth Club enjoys volley ball, 
basketball, etc. under direction of 
Mr. Joe Gorton . . . Preschool Play- 
group rapidly establishes itself as 
important community organisation. 
Many mothers interested and 
involved, 


ST. TIMOTHYS, 

Sunderland, Co. Durham: 

Pledge Sunday on 31st March. Con- 
gregation carries offering and pledges 


SIX 


to altar during singing of ‘“Take 
Life and Let It Be” . . . Thursdi 
nights as “Church and Missi 
Nights”? continues to work well . 
Church Extension Fund investmen 
in 1974 already show marked increa 
over 1973... Trustee calls meetii 
to consider urgent repairs to chur 
and parsonage. 


ST. ANDREWS, 

Ruislip, Middlesex: 

Bible Study is the key note at § 
Andrew’s. It is hoped that sever 
“Cottage Study” groups will con 
mence after Easter—plans are la 
and the congregation has adopted th 
project. Of the several Weddings | 
far this year, doubtless that of Yvont 
Coppard and Reginald Quirk w 
long be remembered. A perfect dé 
with a packed church—mostly ot 
St. Andrews Family—Guests apa 
from family friends included and ot 
brethren from Westfield Hous 
Pastor Eberhart spoke in his addre 
words of gratitude to God for wh 
we now see in them—young peop 
who have matured through the coi 
gregation to aspire to the Ministi 
of the Word. This was truly @ 
occasion of great rejoicing for § 
Andrews. 


GOOD SHEPHERD, 
Coventry: 
Sunday School party a great succe 
. Sunday School even larger | 
numbers continue to grow .. . Lenté 
service attendance could be better . 
Thanks to “local interests’? who 
reinforced glass a challenge, oth 
half of church front door is replacé 
with wood! Both sides now matché 
. Wanted: large motorised mow 
in good working order . . . Visit Cott 
wolds, see Shakespeare’ s Stratfo 
and worship with us this Summer. — 
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. PETERS, 

‘ymouth, Devon: 

| arge attendance at Lenten Vespers, 
nort plays give sermon message . . . 
adies Guild sponsors outing to 
oe Theatre . . . New adult choir 
(ganised . . . Youth Club holds 
gular walks on moors... All 
omen in congregation presented 
‘th lovely flowers during Mothering 
inday Service. 


UTHER-TYNDALE, 
entish Town, London: 
ij) nal decision expected in June on 
‘oposed development by London 
orough of Camden of site behind 
turch. Borough wishes to develop 
ousing area (including a roadway 
corporating part of present church 
‘operty) while “Action Groups” 
‘sire Open space area in vicinity of 
ce and church . . . Ladies Guild 
esents Pastor with vestment carry- 
g bag... ““Dynamic Christian Wit- 
‘ss’, intensive evangelism study 
*gun last year, culminates in first of 
itreach programmes on April, 1, 2, 
Sixteen members engage in this 
siting... Note of thanks to editress 
id typist, Mrs. Dineen and faithful 
wntributors and helpers of monthly 
turch paper “Good News” .. . 
onfirmation of Derek Macey on 
aster Sunday. He attended Luther- 
yndale Sunday School ten years 
so; last year he returned and has 
gorously and gratefully studied 
nristian teachings . . . Westfield 
inday celebrated at Luther-Tyndale 
1 10th March. Over 20 of Westfield 
mily join and lead worship: Stud- 
it Roger Whittall preaches, Tutor 
‘anzmann is liturgist, Preceptor 
eske organist and choirmaster of 
‘estfield Choir. Eighty join in com- 
unity meal following service . . . 
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Enthusiastic lay people of congrega- 
tion give to Australian Flood Relief. 
After hearing of devastating floods 
in Queensland, Australia, they ini- 
tiate offerings joined by other congre- 
gations of ELCE—over £270 is sent. 


HOLY CROSS, 

Sheffield, Yorks.: 

Local artist presents interesting pro- 
gramme on Christian Art to Ladies 
Guild . . . Shrove Tuesday Supper is 
fun for all, Entertainment is mem- 
bers’ home movies . . . Master Plan 
Committee formed and working on 
programmes of Evangelism and 
Stewardship. 


CHRIST CHURCH, 

Petts Wood, Kent: 

Ruislip footballers come for DE- 
FEAT! . “Night with Pastor” 
sees good number come to discuss 
life, work and future of congrega- 
tion ... “Some Member Visitation” 
follows Pledge Sunday . . . Sunday 
School awards and gifts given for best 
attendance ... Exchange of pulpits 
with St. Andrews and Allhallows for 
best Mid-week Lenten services enjoy- 
ed by peeople and pastor alike. . . 
Invitations sent to ELCE congrega- 
tions for this year’s Annual Synod. 
Congregation looking forward to 
hosting it and pray it will be en- 
couraging and strengthening as His 
Word, Sacrement and work are shared 
... P.S. Please send the approximate 
numbers attending from your congre- 
gation as soon as possible. 


To 
THE CLYDE 


SEVEN 


N @WS from Our Churches 


“Master Plan is People, Not Statistics” 


That was the conclusion of one of the two weekend conferences held recent! 
at Westfield House, Cambridge. The 14 men and women representing ELC. 
congregations at the two-day Master Plan meeting, 30-31 March, came to th 
conclusion after studying 16 pages of graphs charting the progress in membe 
and giving of the whole ELCE and of each individual congregation. Eac 
Master Planner had also, in preparation for the conference, worked out a sh 

suggesting specific targets for his/her own congregation. Yet, after all “ 
figures and charts, the planners voiced the unanimous conviction : “Maste 
Plan is not statistics but people”. The opening address was given by Mr. ¢ 
Smith of Sheffield; the key paper, “Divine Sovereignty and Human Responi 
ibility”, by Mr. Arthur Elliott of Petts Wood; the Bible study by Pastor Warre 


Fanning of Sunderland. 


The second weekend meeting, 6-7 April, 
was the annual Conference of ELCE 
Elders, this year sponsored by the Pastor 
and Elders of St. Columba, East Kilbride. 
19 elders from ELCE congregations were 
guided through the agenda and discussion 
by the Pastor and Elder of St. Columba, 
the only ELCE congregation in Scotland. 
Under the headings. “The Elder and his 
God, his Family, his Congregation”, the 
church leaders agreed that the image of 
the elder should be changed from that of 
a doctor or policeman who visits a family 
only when there is trouble to that of an 
uncle who is an interested and welcome 
friend who visits at any time. To the ques- 
tion: “Since in the ELCE, elders are 
assistant-pastors, has the congregation and 
the pastor the right to expect that the 
elder will be actively involved in every 
aspect of the church’s programme?”’, the 
19 assembled elders gave a clear answer: 
“Ves! | aed 


WESTFIELD PRECEPTOR AWARDED 
UNIVERSITY PRIZE 

“The Evans Prize for 1973 has been 
awarded to ELMORE LESKE of Fitz- 
william College.’ So reads an entry in the 
16 January 1974 issue of Cambridge 
University Reporter, printed by the author- 
ity of the University. Pastor Leske, Pre- 
ceptor of Westfield House, was granted 
the M.A. degree by the University after 
two years’ study of ‘Selected Greek and 
Latin Patristic Documents”. The degree 


EIGHT 


was given on 30 June 1973. The award 
the Evans Prize was subsequently made 
the Senate of the University. 


HONG KONG PASTOR STUDIES ELC 
PLANNED GROWTH 


“T have been sent to London to learn h 
a church can plan its growth’, announce 
the Rev. Philip Ho Man Chung of Hoi 
Kong when he arrived in London on M: 
day 1 April for a week’s study of the EL 
Master Plan, its philosophy of plannir 
and projecting and its methods of carryir 
out the plans. 

Pastor Ho is at present serving the Nathé 
Road Lutheran Church in Kowloon, Hor 
Kong, is a member of the Executiy 
Council of the Hong Kong Luthere 
Church and of its committees on evang: 
lism and work for the deaf. The 49-y ve 
old clergyman was born in Peking of” 
wealthy Buddhist family. For 13 gene 
tions his ancestors were generals in 
army; his own father an owner of g 
and coal mines. Representing his father — 
the opening of a mine in Shantung pr 
vince in 1949, he was forced, by t™ 
advance of the Communist army, to 

to Hong Kong. In the twelve years thu 
he has been pastor at Nathan Row 
Lutheran Church, Pastor Ho has baptis® 
over 1100, among them 220 deaf people 
In addition to a close and detailed stu 
with Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, of the prineigll 
and methods of planned church growth > 
embodied in the ELCE Master Pl 


BRITISH LUTHER 


tor Ho encountered other aspects of 
church in this country. His seven-day 
irse included visits to Westfield House, 
mbridge, and discussions on theological 
ining; to the ELCE’s newest congrega- 
a (Allhallows, Sunbury) and newest 
ssion (Fareham); to an older congrega- 
a (St. Pauls, Boreham Wood); and to 
> of the original congregations (Holy 
nity, Tottenham) with its new and 
wing challenge of immigrant popula- 
a. On the one Sunday the Hong Kong 
‘tor was in London, he joined the morn- 
Sunday School and preached in the 
ming service of Allhallows, Sunbury. 
is is the second visit of an overseas 
archman in recent months. In December 
73, a missionary of the South African 
theran church, Pastor Luedemann, 
snt a week in Britian studying the plan- 
d church growth methods of the ELCE. 


NNERS OF CHILDREN’S C. E. F. 
MPETITION 

ie winning posters of the church-wide 
uldren’s C. E. F. Poster Competition 
ve been displayed in all ELCE congre- 
tions. The first judging was done by 
rents and/or teachers in each Sunday 
hool where there were entries. The 
mners were sent to London where the 
atral C. E. F. Committee made the 
al, national selections. 


‘oup [: 


rst Prize: Claire Knibbs (aged 6), 


St. Andrews, Ruislip. 


Daniel Peters (5), 
Holy Trinity, Tottenham. 


cond Prize: 


roup II: 
rst Prize: Nigel Pitt (7), 

} Good Shepherd, Coventry. 
}cond Prize: Clive Room (7), 
St. Andrews, Ruislip. 
coup IIT: 
rst Prize: Kim Lorraine Hinkley (19), 
Good Shepherd, Coventry. 


John R. Davis (14), 
St. Andrews, Ruislip. 


scond Prize: 


VING AHEAD, MEMBERS BEHIND 

rowth in giving is well ahead but in- 
‘ease in members is falling behind the 
cogramme projected by the ELCE in her 
faster Plan. The Plan aimed for a 10% 
anual increase in both communicant 
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membership and giving over its whole 
period, 1954-1985. In the first 18 years, 
1954-1972, the average annual rise in 
giving was more than 13%, but member- 
ship increase had fallen behind to 8.8% 
per year, in fact, had fallen to an average 
5.4% in the last ten years. 

The figures were the focus of discussion in 
the meeting of the Executive Council on 
March 24th at Concordia House, Golden 
Lane, London EC1. The examination of 
ELCE performance over the past 18 years 
were based on 16 pages of graphs prepared 
by the Council chairman, Dr. E. Geo. 
Pearce. He pointed out that giving by 
ELCE members had kept ahead of the 
inflationary rate, even in the frightening 
spiral of the last four years. But the slow- 
ing down of membership growth was 
disturbing. From 1954-1969, the first 
fifteen years, it had risen steadily at over 
11%; the last ten years it had fallen to 
5.4%; the last five years to just over 3%. 
What were the causes for the decline? Was 
one a too frequent change in pastorates in 
ELCE congregations? In the five year 
period in which members growth had de- 
clined to 3%, 1967-72, there were 14 
changes in pastorates—compared with only 
6 in the previous 9 years. 

Other graphs depicted the progress of each 
of the 14 ELCE congregations in individ- 
ual charts. Two were selected for closer 
study: St. Andrews, Ruislip, begun in 1954 
and reaching non-subsidy status in 15 
years, and Christ, Petts Wood, where the 
congregation had made its own carefully- 
studied and complete Master Plan pro- 
jections. 

In another study, rates of growth in 
communicant membership in __ sister 
churches throughout the world were com- 
pared. Over the ten-year period, 1962-72, 
they were as follows: Argentina (21%), 
Australia (12%), Brazil (31%), ELCE 
(68%), Hong Kong (15%), India (22%), 
Japan (48%), Missouri Synod (20%), New 
Guinea (111%), Philippines (124%), and 
Taiwan (47%). Another graph compared 
average weekly earnings with average 
annual church contributions in the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the 
Lutheran Church of Australia and the 
ELCE. Results: the average Missouri 
Synod member gave a little more than 
one-half week’s salary to the church, the 
average Australian Lutheran a little less 
than one-half week’s salary, and the aver- 
age ELCE member a little more than one 
week’s salary. 


NINE 


N@WS from Oar Chureh in Nigeria 


The Lutheran Herald of Nigeria 
April 1974 


CONVERSION THROUGH 
EVANGELISM 


Lutheran Church, Onne 
Eleme, has been blessed with energetic 
group which call themselves ‘‘Jesus 
Friends”. In accordance with Christ’s 
great commission, “Go ye and teach all 
the Nations’, the group has been engaged 
in religious outreach. 


We are thankful to God who had made 
it possible to provide labourers in His Vine- 
yard. The Lord uses this group to convert 
heathens in Onne Eleme, Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State. During the months of June- 
August last year, many heathens were 
converted by the intensive evangelism 
carried out by the group. Out of the lot, 
two were juju priests. At the first meeting, 
they resisted but later on submitted and 
listened to. the words of God. Afterrepeated 
calls on these juju priests, the Lord 
through the Holy Spirit won them to Him- 
self and they were baptized into the 
Lutheran Church by Rev. E. Johnson. 


Since the main motive behind the estab- 
lishment of “Jesus’ Friends” society in St. 
Philin’s Lutheran Church, Onne Eleme is 
to win souls for our Lord and Master, the 
group went to Alode Nchia still in the 
Rivers State for evangelistic work. The 
people responded well to the invitation 
and over 238 people - men and women- 
attended the first lecture. Our Christian 
brother, John A. Olu, delivered a lecture 
on the topic “Former Eternity and the 
Future Eternity”. After that we went to 
another place in the same Alode village. 
Here another Christian brother, Sunday O. 
Owateobe, the pioneer and founder of this 
religious organization, delivered lectures on 
“CONSEQUENCE OF DISOBE- 
DIENCE” “MAN DRIVEN OUT OF 
ETERNAL BLISS”, and “SALVATION 
THROUGH OBEDIENCE OF JESUS 
CHRIST”. Brother Owateobe caught the 
attention of the audience and the natives 
saw for themselves that they were just 
nominal Christians. 


Another day of evangelism coincided 
with one of the juju’s ceremonial day— 


St. Philip’s 


TEN 


Jille. As the lecture went on, a juju prie 
sounded a signal drum. Immediately, | 
armed himself and started fighting us usil 
sword and spear. 


During this drama the members believ 
that the juju priest would soon tremb 
and went away, and so it happened. N 
body was hurt by the juju priest, but rath 
many were converted. 


These converts expressed their dee 
gratitude to God for receiving them to E 
fold. Since then they regularly attend se 
vices and all other religious meetings. Eve 
one of them told us that she has be 
praying ceaselessly. Brethren, please r 
member this group in your daily prayers. 


NOTICES 
1. Luther League Convention at 
Hothorpe Hall, Friday-Sunday. 
10-12 May. 
2. Organists’ Seminar at St. Pauls 
Boreham Wood, on _ Saturday 


18 May. 


3. Budget Conference at Holy Trinity. 
London, on Saturday, 8 June, be 
ginning at 1.30 p.m. 


4. Church Extension Fund Conference 
at Westfield House, Cambridge, or 
Saturday and Sunday, 22-23 June 
beginning at 3 p.m. on Saturday. 


5. Treasurers’ Conference at Westfielc 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday 
and Sunday, 29-30 June, beginning 
at 3 p.m. Saturday. 


6. 20th Annual Synod at Chris 
Church, Petts Wood, on Friday anc 
Saturday, 13-14 September, begin: 
ning at 2 p.m. Friday. 


1974 Synod Resolutions 

Resolutions for debate at the Synod 
to be in the hands of the Secretar) 
by 31 May 1974. 


7. Sunday School Teachers’ Conven: 
tion at St. Pauls, Boreham Wood 
on Saturday, 19 October. 


BRITISH LUTHER: 


INSURANCE POLICY 


We learned just recently of an insurance salesman who was very successful at 
stting women to take out policies with the company he represented. He would 
10ck on the door, charm his way into the house, take the lady of the house by the 
Jind, sit down on the settee beside her, look her warmly and directly in the eye, 
id tell her three things: 1) you are passionately fond of flowers; 2) you are easily 
ought to tears; and 3) no one appreciates you for your true worth. The patter 
arked. They signed on the dotted line virtually every time! 


But when the husband came home it was a different story. 


Pastors and leaders in our congregations try their best to be pleasant and per- 
jasive. Some may even develop a “‘patter’’. But it doesn’t take them long to realize 
at some approaches are very shallow and ineffective. For the only way to insure 
fat people will repent of their sins, trust in their Lord and Saviour for forgiveness, 
id then plan to amend and change their lives and grow by the Spirit’s power—the 
ily way to insure them against the wiles of the devil is to give them the ‘‘patter’’, if 
ju will, of God’s Word, admonition and comfort which comes from God Himself. 


Our church's insurance policy against a godless future for the Western world and 
ir own country is people who are informed of the power and responsibility that is 
eirs through Jesus Christ. 


That’s what Master Plan is all about. And we’d prefer to deal with the husband 
‘rectly, so that he can tell his wife about it—yes, sit down on the settee with her, 
old her hand, look deep into her eyes, and whisper some lovely eternal things into 
3r ears. Together they'll give God, not just their signatures, but their lives, and the 
ves of their children as well. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


(For 2 months, February to March 1974) 


Target Set by 
Congregation 


“ Congregation Loans Donations Total for 1974 
INTISH TOWN £100 £15 £115 £2800 
WS TTENHAM 41 2 43 450 
stip 216 "1 227 2000 
{i /NDERLAND 208 1 209 1000 
WitTS WOOD 97 5 102 700 
ji PREHAM WOOD 105 9 114 450 
PRDIFF 356 8 364 450 
MBRIDGE 234 —_— 234 800 
hi hRLOW 41 = 41 300 
MOUTH 293 2 295 800 
T KILBRIDE 52 = 52 400 
)VENTRY 19 2 21 700 
FFIELD 151 = 151 “600 
/}rerPOOL 78 29 107 400 
NBURY 350 7 357 800 
REHAM aan 1 1 
)LISH-LUTHERANS 53 ais 53 
580 : 41 621 
Grand Total £2974 £133 £3107 
ARCH/ApRIL, 1974 ELEVEN 


Walter Jenn Limited, 203 Royal College Street, London, NW1 


THE COVER 


Aerial view of the 
ELCE church site 
at Bradford. 


Is your congregation eligible for the - 


“Christopher Colombus Awar 


Christopher Columbus didn’t know 
he was going, didn’t know how | 
would take to get there, didn’t 
where he had been when he got bac 
Columbus couldn’t help it; there wa 
experience or information with whi 
plan. 


Does your congregation know where 
going, and when it will get there? Or 
it go on, year after year, just hoping 
no clear targets, no goals? Some | 
years, some bad. Don’t really know 
the year is over. 


Is your congregation eligible for the’ 
“CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AWA 


) 


THE MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN ~ 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND ~ 


117-123 Golden Lane, London EC1 


